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Head of Moscow’s
Art Theater Sees
Need of New Drama

Stanislawsky Says Public
Wants Vital Topics Por-
trayed on Stage.

Bpecial Correspondence fo Thm New Yorg
HemaLp.
Now York Hernld Nuresa,
Berl

o Oe e ]

T HRERE producers of drama stand

nent for originality of congep-
tion and for past achlevement, Max
Reinhardt, Konstantin Stanislawsky
and the English master of stagecraft,
who made Btanislawsky known to the
autside world and is thdfeader of them
all in originality of artistic concep-
.tlon—Gordon Cralg. The war and Bol-

shevism broke thelr contact with each
other, and in the case of the distin-
gulshed Russian preducer and actor,
his relations with the outside world.
Stanislawsky was known befors the
war for his brilllant interpretations of
tho claszies, for hig precise realism nngds
for his innovatlons In stage setting
and lighting, He was in the habit of
visiting the theaters of Europe each
summer before the war, of bringing
out the new Russian deas and in|
keeping the Russian theaters informted |
about what was going on outside. l

A decade has passed since then, Gor-
don Cralg has shifted his attention from
actors to puppets, and Reinbardt from
colossal lighting effects and moving
masses to semi-rellglous mystical plays,
such us those in EBalzburg. Between
Stanlslawsky and the outside world has
Lieen the Bolshevik barrler. In his years
of exclusion from the outside world,
lww have his views about the theater
changed and what does he propose Lo
show REuropean capitals and America
of his Moseow Art Theater on this flrst
tour since the wor?

Stanislawsky was seen at his hotel, a
typleally metropolitan raflroad hotel in
the busiest part of Berlin, Tis daugh-
ter, Kira Constantinovka, sccompanies
hifn with a small baby. With the bhustle
in the hotel, the conservation on all aldea
nhout the disastrous rise in prices, the
Moscow artists do not find the atmos-
phere as different from Mogcow as
they had expected.

Itarely does a personality fill & room
or a theater as docs that of Stanislaw-
sky. Ha towers In size above the small-
er overcultivated Western Europeans.
Iliis slze, however, 18 not oppressive be-
cnuse he Keeps o gracious manner, even
during rehearsals, which makes contact
with him easy.

“Ceography end political barriers do
not change human nature,’” was Staon-
islawsky's impresslon after playing »
week lhere In Berlin,d “An aclor must
make the same effort to reach his
wudience and must meet much the same
problems in Russia before a working
clasas crowd as outside,

New Drama Needed.

“Tho world I8 on the eve of ja new
form -of drama. The war, the subée-
quent misery and new problems have
chunged people’'s way of Incking at 1ife.
They find the old petty forma of soclety
drama and farce Inndeguate and wan'
something else, something real and
vitally connected with thelr problems of
rxistence.”

Stanislawsky was then asked how it s
trmt plays such as those of Ostrowsky,
dealing with prosperovs middle elusd
lite, a state which hzs ceased* to exist
in Rupsia, are o popalar In worklng
circles, even In Bolshevik clrelea {n Rus-
#la. Does this Indleaty a secret yearns
Ing for a return to the vid erder?

Although =a possible factor, Stanis-
Ilnwsky thought that che determinant
factor on the popularity of a play Is Its
human  interest, thht the words and
gestures of the aetors ring true.

Workmen, who throngh thelr trade
unfons have attend=3 the Stanislawsky
theater, have becomes regular and ex-

acting theatergoers, ac~ording to Stanfs-
lawsky. At first woma of the workers
weore ill at eass and showed it, but now

they are as discriminating as n other
part of the theatergoing public. They
like the classics and want tragedy as
well as farces. The classics have and
will still continue to Leep thelr popu-
larity, saccording to Stunlslawsky. It la
with plays by Tchechow, Pushkin, Tol-
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stoy and Gorky that Stanislawsky s
making this tour,

“1 would have liked to give some of
our newer productions, but Europe wan's
to sec the plays which have made the
reputation of our Moscow Art Theater,”
Stanislawsky explained. “The day of
the Ltrivial esoclety drama Is over.
Feople have more of a taste for tragedy,
for problems which they encounter in
thelr dally life, 'They like plays which
open to them a perspective which one
day may be thelrs. The Russians espe-
clally like plays of a fantastle dream
world, of fuiries and goblins which give
them immediate happiness and diverslo=.

“The revolutionary or post war
dramas bave not yet been written, I
do mnot know myself what course the
neaw drama movement may take out of
the present misty marsh in which we
now wander, What part will the theater
play In the new world of realitles where
the struggle for existence ia so hitter
1 intense, Will the drama even sur-
1 do not know.

Scencry lmmaterial.

“A bhlLl\ sereen is the sat which 1

vive?

most pr At most a chalr carefull
| ¢hosen thn style of the period would
suffica, The big elaborate atage scts

which are common everywhere to-day |
Include everything but a place for the
actor, Cardboard and odd lighting do
pot contribute to the flusion which th
publle demands. The actor with but
scant seenery should be able to give the
atmosphere of the play.”

“But does not this contradiet your
own theorles of realism, the sets you
ara using In your present tour, and the
teachings of your Ifriend, Gordon Cralg,
who has discarded wctors altogether for
puppets?”* he was asked.

Stanislawsky admitted that bal-wean
———

the producer and the audience Lhere
must always be a compromise which as-
sures contact, The actor must be first
Cuaes to be able to glve the necessary
Hluslon without scenery, and such ac-
tors are rare, hence the nesd for some
scenery. Then the theatergolng public
is accustomed to It and demands a cer-
taln amount. He Inslsts his theory is
not in contradiction with Gordon Cralg's
Lecnuse Cralg had dropped the acting
stage and taken up puppets just as he |
| might sculpture or any other statie art, |
| simply bocause he could mot find r.]m»I
| actors he neods, !

Stanislawsky did not go so far as to
recommend eliminating all scenery. -
deed, ho s as precise as ever In pleaing
eets, In keeping with the spirit and
period of the play.

A world tour from Rusaia at the pres-

ent tlme wuas no small undertaking.
Stanjslawaky said that it was his en-
gagement In America which mades the
trip possible. They left on a scant
month's notice, Secenery they could not
bring with them, because frelght cars
| were not adapted to transporting it
| They did, however, bring an elaborate
| wardrobe. Dut the passage from Petro-
grad to Stettin was a rough one, and
some of the trunks were domaged by
witer. Stanislawsky was particularly
le aunxious .;lJr\uT. the passage over Lo
| America.® Would the Gulf Stream be
| warm? How wide s it? Would they
|ba llkely to e¢ncounter much rough
weather?

The problem of playing before an
American audience in a strange languagd
la one which s preoccupying Stanislaw-
sky. How can he best get over the Jdea
of the play. “It is not what I think,
but what the man in the audlence thinks,
which matters, and I must reach him in
his way," Stanlslawsky ch'Lnlnlad.
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AND ENTIRE AUGMENTED BALLET CORPS.

CAPITOL
BALLE

And Other
and Novel

“IMPRESSIONS OF VIENNA”

FREDERIC FRADKIN,
UARTET, SALON ORCHESTRA, |
CORPS' AND ENSEMBLE.

_.Presentattons by ROTHAFEL__ |

|
|
.*
Schumann i
[

CONCERTMASTER,

Interesting '
Features. '.

X

r_— Theatres Umkr Direction of Hugo Rl(mled

THE HOME OF ’MOUX‘! mc'rmc

O

L}

IN

Beginning Today ADOLPH ZUKOR prlsents
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